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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


call his attention to the fact that this condition was described several years 
ago by Dr. H. Marion Sims in a paper read before the New York Obstetrical 
Society, who also treated it successfully by the identical method of gradual 
hydrostatic pressure.—H. C. C.] 

Dilatation of the Cervical Canal with Drainage-tubes. 

Richard Braun (Wiener llin. Wochenschrift, 1894, Nos. 46 and 47) 
describes the following method of gradual dilatation which he has practised 
successfully. After thorough disinfection of the vagina, a piece of aseptic 
rubber tubing is stretched over a sound, and is thus passed through the os 
internum. The sound is then slipped out and the lube is left fn ai/u for 
twenty-four hours, when it is removed and one of larger size is introduced. 
In two or three days considerable dilatation of the cervical canal is obtained, 
without pain to the patient and with no risk from the retention of secretions, 
as when an ordinary tent is used. Moreover, the flexible tube adapts itself 
to the shape of the canal, and a flexed uterus is not forcibly straightened. 
The writer regards his method as particularly useful in the induction of 
premature labor and in cases of incomplete abortion with rigid cervix. 
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The Bacteriology of Suppurative Otitis Complicating Scarlatina. 

Bloxall [British Medical Journal, 1894, ii., p. 116) presents the results of 
a bacteriological study based upon examinations of the discharge in fourteen 
cases of otitis complicating scarlatina. The table shows that the shorter the 
interval between rupture of the membrane and the examination of the dis¬ 
charge, the more the pyogenic cocci predominate over rod forms. Cases ex¬ 
amined on the first day showed almost pure cultures of cocci, while in the 
cases taken after a few days the presence of adventitious organisms, such as 
yeasts and sarcime, was very marked. But even in the earliest cases the cocci 
were not in pure culture, but were associated with bacili and, in one case, 
with spirilla, which had probably ascended from the mouth and air-passages. 

In the fourteen cases the organisms were found as follows: Streptococcus 
pyogenes, 12times; bacillusstriatus albus, 9 times; staphylococcus pyogenes 
albus, 8 times; staphylococcus pyogenes aureus, 5 times; micrococcus albus 
liquefaciens, 3 times; bacillus acidi lactici, twice; bacillus subtilis, bacillus 
pyocyaneus, bacillus tuberculosis, each once. This list shows the frequency 
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of the streptococcus pyogenes, and that, contrary to Kanthack s investigations 
on ordinary cases of middle-ear disease, the diplococcus pneumonia! was 
never found. It may be stated in this connection that great care was directed 
to the discovery and recognition of the diplococcus. 

The conclusions from this study, therefore, show that the streptococcus 
pyogenes is the most potent factor in the etiology of otitis media of scarlet 
fever; that the less chance there is of contamination from the outer air 
through the external orifice, the more the pyogenic cocci predominate over 
rod forms, but that prior to perforation the occurrence of such organisms is 
not precluded, since they may ascend by the Eustachian tube from the mouth; 
that next to the streptococcus the most importantorganisms are the staphylo¬ 
coccus albus and aureus; and, finally, that apparently the diplococcus pneu¬ 
monia: of Fraenkel or the bacillus pneumonite of Friedlander does not play 
such an important part in the otitis media of scarlet fever as in that due to 
other causes. 

Strangulated Hernia in a Baby of Four Weeks. 

Havemann (DeuUche medicinUche Wochentckrift , 1894, No. 34) reports a 
case of strangulated inguinal hernia in an infant four weeks old. The patient 
was a hoy with a congenital scrotal hernia of the right Bide. Symptoms of 
strangulation began suddenly with vomiting and arrest of the bowels, the 
fecal "movements being replaced by evacuations of mucus mixed with a rela¬ 
tively large quantity of blood. There was probably much pain, for the baby 
cried incessantly. When the author first saw the child, about forty-eight 
hours after the beginning of acute symptoms, taxis failed, so that operation 
was determined upon, but owing to lack of facilities had to be postponed till 
the next day. Recovery was uninterrupted. 

The author insists upon the importance of the bloody stools in this condi* 
tion. The flow of blood from the anus appeared with the beginning of acute 
symptoms, and promptly disappeared after the operation; it therefore de¬ 
pended upon the strangulation. The blood was venous in appearance, and 
came evidently from the intestine subjacent to the strangulation, and very 
probably from the hemorrhoidal veins which open directly into the inferior 
vena cava. 

Serotherapy in Diphtheria. 

A note in the Bevuc Maimclle da Matadia de VEnfance. Nov. 1894, p. 642, 
calls attention to an important point to be observed in cases in which the 
serum treatment is used. This is the observation that the serum treatment con¬ 
siderably increases the patient’s intolerance to chemical toxics, especially the 
commonly-used antiseptics. In such a case requiring intubation occurring in 
the service of Dr. Hoizard, the tube used had been washed in a 5 per cent 
solution of carbolic acid. Its introduction was followed by darkening of the 
urine, lasting for two days. In the same way cases of intoxication by corro¬ 
sive sublimate in glycerin have occurred among children treated by the anti- 
toxine, an accident which, whatever the strength of the solution, has never 
been observed in the many cases previously treated by Hoizard. 



